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P1 Admissions Now Open for September 2024
APPLY NOW  (from 9 January 2024) for a primary school place in Hamiltonsbawn PS for the  2024/25 Academic Year.  To search for primary school admissions criteria, or for further information on how to apply, please visit the ADMISSIONS page on www.eani.org.uk/admissions.  Deadline for applications is noon on 26 January 2024.  If you require assistance on applying, please see the guide and information videos on the website.

SEN Support Groups and reading partnership
After a break in December to prepare for our Christmas Production, we look forward to our SEN support resuming this week.  After the success of last term, we also hope to run with another 10 week block of Reading Partnership which Olive will deliver once more. 
After School SPORTING Activities
We will phase in our After School Activities this term, starting on Thursday 11th January with Multi Sports by CJ.  Although this started today, some spaces are still available. Registration for these are online (see links sent through Schools NI App or our School Facebook Page. P1-P3 (1.30-2.30pm) and P4-P7 (2.40-3.40pm).  There is a reduced charge of £1.00 weekly paid directly to school for any children staying on after Multi Sports for Late Club.

Ambassadors N I Football coaching will commence on Wednesday 17th January to Wednesday 27th March, 2.40-3.40 pm, for all Primary 5 to Primary 7 pupils.  This will cost £15.00 for the 8 weeks and places can be booked on a first come, first served basis through our school ParentPay booking system.  
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
As part of our PE programme and delivery of a very important life skill, swimming lessons will commence as follows for ALL P4-P7 pupils in the mornings. There is a small cost to cover the weekly swimming lesson and transportation of £3.50 x 8 = £28 payable through ParentPay. 
*ALL P6 and P7 pupils swimming on Tues 30th Jan, 6th Feb, 20th Feb, 27th Feb, 5th,  12th,  19th,   26th  Mar.

*ALL P4 and P5 pupils swimming on Fri 19th, 26th April, 3, 10, 17, 24, 31st May and 7th June. 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS

These will take place on Thursday 22nd Feb 2024 by photographer Lynn Wortley.  If you do not wish your child to be photographed, please notify the school office by Monday 19th February 2024.  Staff photographs will also be taken on this day. 
YOUTH FOR CHRIST MINISTRIES
We are delighted to welcome back Colin Tinsley from Youth for Christ Ministries.  Colin and his team will lead an afternoon club for our pupils, Monday 22nd January to Thursday 25th January, 1.00-1.45pm. We would like all our pupils involved and would ask that P1-P2 pupils (P3 on Thursday) be collected at the slightly later time of 1.45pm please.  
ONLINE SCHOOL PAYMENTS

Please continue to make all bookings for School Meals, Healthy Break, Early Morning Club, Play Club and Late Club on ParentPay no later than midnight Sunday for the week ahead.  You have the option of booking and paying ahead for future weeks.  Milk for this term is now payable on ParentPay.  Please select ‘Active Payment Items’ and click on ‘Milk Spring Term’ to process this payment.

PRESENTS FOR POUNDS

An amazing £677.93 has been raised by taking part in Presents for Pounds over Christmas.  This money will help Cancer Fund for Children ensure that no child has to face cancer alone.  Thank you for your continued support.

UPCOMING SCHOOL CLOSURES
*Industrial Action – 18th January (school closed all day)
Half Term 12-16 February 2024.
St. Patrick’s Day – 18th March 2024

Easter – Thursday 28th 11.30am – Thursday 11th April 2024. 

*Note – Our provisional School Development Day on Friday 12th April 2024 has been changed to Monday 10th June 2024. Pupils will return to school after Easter on Friday 12th April 2024.  Sorry for any inconvenience. 
HEALTH, SAFETY & WELL-BEING WEEK
This themed week of activities and invited speakers will take place week beginning 26th February (further details coming soon…)

ULSTER WOOL PROJECT
We were excited to learn that our school was featured in the Farming Life supplement of The Newsletter, informing us that our application to participate in a pilot project called ‘Wool Innovators’ had been successful.  We will be one of a small number of schools working alongside SENTINUS, Ulster Wool, supported by The Worshipful Company of Woolmen charity. (see full article on our school Facebook Page). The project will commence later this month when more details will be provided. 
PARENT INTERVIEWS 

Parent interviews will take place in school on Monday 5, Tuesday 6 and Wednesday 7 February 2024.  School will close at 1.30pm for all pupils to facilitate the interviews.  Your child’s teacher will indicate if he/she needs to meet with you and this will be communicated through the School’s NI App next week when appointments/time slots can be booked. 
D. Hutchinson

Principal
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